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begin creating again at once, or perhaps did not wish to repeat
itself. Anyhow, it decided to express itself in two ways, one
of them to some extent traditional and the other distinctly
modern

The traditional manner in which it began to exert itself was,
as you already know, the religious one This embraced all
varieties of illumination, conversion, moral effects, miracles,
levitations, ecstasies, predictions, and, above all, religious
faith Here the Absolute burst into the personal and social
life of the people over paths already well trodden, but to an
extent hitherto unheard of After a few months of its activity
there was practically not a single person on earth who had not
experienced, if only for a moment, that religious shock by
which the Absolute made known its presence to his soul We
will return to the subject of this psychological onset of the
Absolute later on, when it will be necessary to depict its
catastrophic consequences

The other form of manifestation of the existence of the
Absolute at large was something entirely new. The Infinite
Energy which had once busied itself with the creation of the
world apparently took cognizance of the altered conditions,
and flung itself into manufacture It did not form something
out of nothing, but it made finished goods out of raw material
Instead of indulging in pure creation, it took its place at the
machines It became the Infinite Artisan

Suppose that some factory or other, say a place where tacks
were manufactured, had installed a Perfect Karburator in
place of a steam-engine as the cheapest form of plant The
Absolute constantly emanating from the atomic motor learnt
the whole process of manufacture in a single day, by virtue of
its innate intelligence, and flung itself with all its uncontrol-
lable energy or, perhaps, ambition into this occupation It
began to manufacture tacks on its own account. Once it
started, nothing could stop it. Without anyone in control of